
Special Exhibition
Celebrating 1250 Years Since the Birth of the Great Master Kūkai
Kūkai and the Treasures of Shingon Buddhism

Chapter One: 
Kūkai and Esoteric Shingon 
Buddhism

Chapter 1, Part 1:
Sacred Treasures Associated with Kūkai

1
Great Master Kūkai (Kōbō Daishi)
Edo period, 17th century
Kongōbuji Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

2
The Eight Patriarchs of the Shingon School
Muromachi period, 15th–16th century
Sainan-in Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

★ 

3
◎
Illustrations and Explanations of the Life of 
Great Master Kūkai (Kōbō Daishi), Vols. 3 
and 10
Nanbokuchō period, 1389
Kyōō Gokokuji Temple (Tōji), Kyoto

★ 

4
◉
Thirty Volumes of Esoteric Buddhist 
Teachings, Vols. 6, 18, 22, and 24
By Kūkai and others
Heian period, 9th century
Ninnaji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

5
◎
Ten Abiding Stages of Mind According to 
the Secret Mandalas, Vols. 6 and 7
Vol. 6 By Kenshō
Vol. 6 : Edo period, 17th century
Vol. 7 : Heian period, 1172
Ninnaji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

6
◉
Biography of Great Master Kūkai (Kōbō 
Daishi) in Emperor Go-Uda’s Handwriting
By Emperor Go-Uda
Kamakura period, 1315
Daikakuji Temple, Kyoto

Term ① 

7
◉
Last Testament in Emperor Go-Uda’s 
Handwriting with His Handprints 
By Emperor Go-Uda
Kamakura period, 14th century
Daikakuji Temple, Kyoto

Term ② 

8
◎
Great Master Kūkai’s Last Testament in 
Twenty-Five Articles
Heian period, 11th century
Takahata Fudō-son Kongōji Temple, Tokyo

Term ① 

9
◎
The Bodhisattva Kannon (Skt. 
Avalokiteśvara)
Nara period, 8th century
Gankōji Temple, Kagawa Prefecture

10
◉
Ringed Finial for a Monk’s Staff
Tang dynasty, China, 8th century
Zentsūji Temple, Kagawa Prefecture

11
◎
Bell with a Five-Pronged Vajra and the 
Four Heavenly Kings
Tang dynasty, China, 8th–9th century
Iyadaniji Temple, Kagawa Prefecture

12
◎
Mandalas of the Two Realms
Tang dynasty, China, 8th–9th century
Kongōbuji Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

Chapter 1, Part 2: 
The Essence of Esoteric Buddhist Art

13
◉
The Deva Enmaten (Skt. Yama)
Heian period, 12th century
Daigoji Temple, Kyoto

Term ① 

［List of Works］

Organizers:
Tokyo National Museum, The Association of Shingon Head Temples, The Yomiuri Shimbun, NHK, NHK Promotions Inc.
With the special sponsorship of:
Canon Inc., Daiwa Securities Group, Daiwa House Industry Co., Ltd., T&D Insurance Group
With the sponsorship of:
East Japan Railway Company, SHIMIZU CORPORATION, TAKENAKA CORPORATION, Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation,
Mitsui Fudosan Co., Ltd., MITSUBISHI GAS CHEMICAL CO., INC., MITSUBISHI ESTATE CO., LTD., Meiji Holdings Co., Ltd.
With the special support of: 
Agency for Cultural Affairs
With the support of:
SGC, MITSUMURA PRINTING Co., Ltd., Non-Destructive Inspection Co., Ltd.

July 14–September 6, 2026｜Heiseikan, Tokyo National Museum

A part of the proceeds from the 
exhibition will be used as part of 
the TSUMUGU Project to help 
conserve Japan’s cultural properties.

Notes
・ �e same artwork numbers are used in both the catalogue and the galleries, 

but the works are not displayed in numerical order.
・ Key to symbols on illustrations: ◉ =National Treasure, ◎=Important 

Cultural Property.
・ Some artworks may be rotated during the exhibition period. Exhibition lineup 

may change as circumstances require.

・ Artworks are on view throughout the exhibition period unless otherwise 
indicated. �e rotation schedule is as follows:

 Term ① 7/14 (Tue.) ̶ 8/9 (Sun.)
 Term ② 8/11 (Tue.) ̶ 9/6 (Sun.)
・ Works labeled with a ★ : �e visible page or section will be changed during 

the course of the exhibition.



14
◉
The Twelve Devas
Heian period, 1191
Kyōō Gokokuji Temple (Tōji), Kyoto

★ 

15
◎
The Bodhisattva Miroku (Skt. Maitreya)
Kamakura period, 13th century
Hōzanji Temple, Nara Prefecture

Term ① 

16
◉
The Five Great Wisdom Kings
Kamakura period, 12th–13th century
Daigoji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

17
◎
The Peacock Wisdom King (Skt. 
Mahāmāyūrī)
Kamakura period, 14th century
Chishaku-in Temple, Kyoto

Term ② 

18
◎
The Wisdom King Aizen (Skt. Rāgarāja)
Kamakura period, 14th century
Hōzanji Temple, Nara Prefecture

Term ② 

19
◎
Mandalas of the Two Realms
Kamakura period, 13th century
Daigoji Temple, Kyoto

Term ② 

20
◎
Mandalas of the Two Realms
Kamakura period, 13th century
Ryūkō-in Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

Term ① 

21
◎
Mahāvairocana Sutra, Vols. 1 and 7
Heian period, 12th century
Kajūji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

Chapter 1, Part 3: 
The World of Esoteric Buddhist 
Iconography

22
◎
Horā Astrology Diagrams from Mikkyō 
Zuzō (Esoteric Buddhist Iconographies)
Heian period, 1166
Kyōō Gokokuji Temple (Tōji), Kyoto

Term ① 

23
◎
The Deva Shōten (Skt. Nandikeśvara) 
from Mikkyō Zuzō (Esoteric Buddhist 
Iconographies)

Kamakura period, 13th century
Kyōō Gokokuji Temple (Tōji), Kyoto

Term ② 

24
Iconography of the Deity Jinja Daishō
Kamakura period, 13th century
Kyoto National Museum

25
◎
The Deity Shukongōshin (Skt. Vajrapāṇi)
By Kaikei
Kamakura period, 1197
Kongōbuji Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

26-1
◎
The Deity Jinja Daishō
By Kaikei
Kamakura period, 1197
Kongōbuji Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

26-2
◎
Treasure Casket Seal Dharani (Deposited 
in Statue of The Deity Jinja Daishō)
Kamakura period, 1197
Kongōbuji Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

27
◎
Bessonzakki (“Notes Organized by Deity”), 
Vol. 14 “Ritual to Pray for Rain” and Vol. 
26 “Kokūzō (Skt. Ākāśagarbha)”
Heian period, 12th century
Ninnaji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

28
◎
Kakuzenshō (Collection of Buddhist 
Iconographies Compiled by the Monk 
Kakuzen), Vol. 130 “Ritual to Pray to the 
Deva Shōten (Skt. Nandikeśvara)” and Vol. 
144 “Ritual to Pray to the Deva Enmaten 
(Skt. Yama)”
Vol. 130: By Jōgen
Vol 130: Kamakura period, copied in 1205
Vol. 144: Kamakura period, 13th century
Kajūji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

29
◎
Iconographies from the Tōhon Mandala 
from Mikkyō Zuzō (Esoteric Buddhist 
Iconographies)
Heian period, 12th century
Ninnaji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

30
◎
Iconographies from the Takao Mandala: 
Womb Realm, Vols. 1 and 4; Diamond 
Realm, Vols. 1 and 2
Heian period, 12th century
Hasedera Temple, Nara Prefecture

★ 

31
Iconographies of the Twelve Devas
Kamakura period, 13th century
Daigoji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

32
◎
The Five Great Powerful Bodhisattvas
By Buzen Gorō Tamehiro
Kamakura period, 1197
Fugen-in Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

★ 

Chapter Two: 
The World of the Latter Seven Days 
Ritual 

33
◎
Kakuzenshō (Collection of Buddhist 
Iconographies Compiled by the Monk 
Kakuzen), Vol. 159 “The Latter Seven Days 
Ritual” and Vol. 160 “The Latter Seven 
Days Ritual”
Vol. 159: By Kankō
Vol. 159: Edo period, copied in 1624
Vol. 160: Edo period, 17th century
Kajūji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

34
◎
Diagrams for the Latter Seven Days Ritual 
from the Mitsuyōshō (Collection of Principal 
Esoteric Rituals)
Heian period, 12th century
Ninnaji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

35
Annual Events (Copy)
Edo period, 19th century
Tokyo National Museum

36
◉
The Twelve Devas | Rasetsuten (Skt. Rākṣasa), 
Suiten (Skt. Varuṇa), and Fūten (Skt. Vāyu)
Heian period, 9th century
Saidaiji Temple, Nara Prefecture

★ 

37
◎
The Bodhisattva Kannon (Skt. 
Avalokiteśvara), the Deva Bonten (Skt. 
Brahmā), and the Deva Taishakuten (Skt. 
Indra), Called “Futama Kannon”
Kamakura period, 13th century
Kyōō Gokokuji Temple (Tōji), Kyoto

Chapter Three: 
Renowned Treasures of Individual 
Shingon Sects 

38
◎
Great Master Kūkai (Kōbō Daishi) with 
the Deities Niu Myōjin and Kōya Myōjin 
(Principal Image of Worship for the 
“Dialogue Lecture”)
Kamakura period, 14th century
Kongōbuji Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

Term ① 



39
Great Master Kūkai (Kōbō Daishi) with the 
Deities Niu Myōjin and Kōya Myōjin
Edo period, 18th century
Hōju-in Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

Term ② 

40
◎
Sutra Box with a Lotus Pond
Heian period, 12th century
Kongōji Temple, Osaka

41
◎
Sutra Box with a Lotus Pond
Kamakura period, 13th century
Kajūji Temple, Kyoto

42
◉
First Chapter of the Lotus Sutra with a 
Buddhist Deity for Each Character
Heian period, 11th century
Zentsūji Temple, Kagawa Prefecture

Term ① 

43
◉
Document Soliciting Donations for 
Sennyūji Temple
By Shunjō
Kamakura period, 1219
Sennyūji Temple, Kyoto

Term ② 

44
◎
Mandala of the Dharani for Prolonging 
Life, Expiating Sins, and Protecting 
Children
Kamakura period, 13th century
Chishaku-in Temple, Kyoto

Term ① 

45
◎
Dharani for Prolonging Life, Expiating 
Sins, and Protecting Children
Heian period, 12th century
Ishiyamadera Temple, Shiga Prefecture

Term ① 

46
◎
The Thousand-Armed Bodhisattva Kannon 
(Skt. Avalokiteśvara)
Kamakura period, 13th century
Kiyoshikōjin Seichōji Temple, Hyōgo Prefecture

Term ① 

47
◎
The Buddha Śākyamuni with Two 
Attendants
By Ryōzen
Nanbokuchō period, 14th century
Kiyoshikōjin Seichōji Temple, Hyōgo Prefecture

Term ② 

48
◎
Emperor Toba
Nanbokuchō period, 14th century
Negoroji Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

Term ① 

49
◎
The Bodhisattva Fugen with Ten 
Demonesses
Nanbokuchō period, 14th century
Sumadera Temple, Hyōgo Prefecture

Term ② 

50
◎
The Eleven-Headed Bodhisattva Kannon 
(Skt. Avalokiteśvara)
Kamakura period, 13th century
Hasedera Temple, Nara Prefecture

51
◉
Reliquary
Kamakura period, 13th century
Saidaiji Temple, Nara Prefecture

52
◎
Sword with a Three-Pronged Vajra Grip
Kamakura period, 13th century
Hasedera Temple, Nara Prefecture

53
◎
Bell with a Five-Pronged Vajra and Objects 
Symbolizing Deities
Heian–Kamakura period, 12th–13th century
Gokokuji Temple, Tokyo

54
◎
Bell with a Stupa
Kamakura period, 13th century
Son’eiji Temple, Shizuoka Prefecture

55
◎
Bell with a Wish-Granting Jewel
Kamakura period, 13th century
Son’eiji Temple, Shizuoka Prefecture

56
◎
Bell with a Five-Pronged Vajra
Kamakura period, 13th century
Son’eiji Temple, Shizuoka Prefecture

57
◎
Bell with a Single-Pronged Vajra
Kamakura period, 13th century
Son’eiji Temple, Shizuoka Prefecture

58
Bell with a Three-Pronged Vajra (Copy)
Edo period, 17th–19th century
Son’eiji Temple, Shizuoka Prefecture

59
Incense Burner with a Conical Weighted 
Handle
Muromachi period, 16th century
Son’eiji Temple, Shizuoka Prefecture

60
Box for Initiation Rites with Mitsukanhōju 
(Esoteric-Meditation Wish-Granting 
Jewels), Dharma Wheels, and Double 
Vajras
Muromachi period, 16th century
Son’eiji Temple, Shizuoka Prefecture

61
◎
Incense Burner with a Conical Weighted 
Handle
Kamakura period, 13th century
Kongōji Temple, Osaka

62
◉
Illustrated Origins of Shigisan Temple
Heian period, 12th century
Chōgosonshiji Temple, Nara Prefecture

★ 

63
◎
Bowl
Heian period, 929
Chōgosonshiji Temple, Nara Prefecture

64
◎
Illustrated Origins of Ishiyamadera Temple, 
Vols. 1 and 2
Attributed to Takashina no Takakane
Kamakura–Nanbokuchō period, 14th century
Ishiyamadera Temple, Shiga Prefecture

★ 

65
Illustrated Origins of Kajūji Temple
Calligraphy by Anegakōji Sanee	  
Painting by Sanboku Yoshitsugu
Edo period, 1706
Kajūji Temple, Kyoto

★ 

Chapter Four: 
Sculptures and “Secret” Statues 
from Individual Shingon Sects 

66
◎
The Buddha Śākyamuni
Nara period, 8th century
Saidaiji Temple, Nara Prefecture

67
◉
The Five Wisdom Buddhas (Skt. 
Pañcatathāgata) 
Heian period, 9th century
Anshōji Temple, Kyoto

68
◎
The Goddess of the Buddha’s Eye (Skt. 
Buddhalocanā), Passed Down as the 
Bodhisattva Miroku (Skt. Maitreya)
Heian period, 9th century
Kanshinji Temple, Osaka

69
◎
The Buddha Miroku (Skt. Maitreya), 
Passed Down as the Buddha Hōshō (Skt. 
Ratnasambhava)
Heian period, 9th century
Kanshinji Temple, Osaka

70
◎
The Buddha Dainichi (Skt. Mahāvairocana)
Heian period, 12th century
Nakayamadera Temple, Hyōgo Prefecture
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71
◎
The Deva Bishamonten (Skt. Vaiśravaṇa)
Heian period, 12th century
Otokunidera Temple, Kyoto

72
◎
The Buddha Yakushi (Skt. Bhaiṣajyaguru)
Heian period, 12th century
Nakayamadera Temple, Hyōgo Prefecture

73
◎
The Devi Kisshōten (Skt. Śrīmahādevī)
Heian period, 12th century
Zentsūji Temple, Kagawa Prefecture

74
◎
The Wisdom King Aizen (Skt. Rāgarāja)
Heian period, 12th century
Hōkōji Temple, Yamanashi Prefecture

75
◎
The Wisdom King Fudō (Skt. Acala)
By Kaikei
Kamakura period, 1203
Daigoji Temple, Kyoto

76
◎
The Bodhisattva Kongōsatta (Skt. 
Vajrasattva)
By Kaikei
Kamakura period, 13th century
Zuishin-in Temple, Kyoto

77
◉
The Bodhisattva Jizō (Skt. Kṣitigarbha)
Kamakura period, 1224
Daihōonji Temple, Kyoto 

78
◎
The Bodhisattva Jizō (Skt. Kṣitigarbha)
Kamakura period, 13th century
Kakuonji Temple, Kanagawa Prefecture

8/18̶9/6 

79
◎
The Eleven-Headed Bodhisattva Kannon 
(Skt. Avalokiteśvara)
Kamakura period, 13th century
Sumadera Temple, Hyōgo Prefecture

80
◎
Enshrined Statues of the Five Great 
Wisdom Kings
By Tankai
Edo period, 1701
Hōzanji Temple, Nara Prefecture

81
◎
Sword with the Dragon King Kurikara (Skt. 
Kulika Nāgarāja) 
Edo period, 17th–18th century
Hōzanji Temple, Nara Prefecture

82
◉
The Buddha Yakushi (Skt. Bhaiṣajyaguru)
By Ensei and Chōen
Heian period, 1103
Ninnaji Temple, Kyoto

83
◎
The Bodhisattva Nyoirin Kannon (Skt. 
Cintāmaṇicakra) 
Heian period, 11th century
Daimonji Temple, Osaka

84
◎
The Eleven-Headed Bodhisattva Kannon 
(Skt. Avalokiteśvara)
Heian period, 9th–10th century
Kanbodaiji Temple, Mie Prefecture

85
◎
The Thousand-Armed Bodhisattva Kannon 
(Skt. Avalokiteśvara)
Kamakura period, 13th century
Kongō Sanmai-in Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

86
The Buddha Śākyamuni, Called the 
“Miraculous Sanping Statue”
Qing dynasty, China, 17th century
Sennyūji Temple, Kyoto

87-1
Enshrined Statue of the Eleven-Headed 
Bodhisattva Kannon (Skt. Avalokiteśvara)
Edo period, 19th century
Sennyūji Temple, Kyoto

87-2
Pieces of Incense Wood with an Inscription 
Reading “Ranjatai”
Nara period, 8th century
Sennyūji Temple, Kyoto

88
Great Master Kakuban (Kōgyō Daishi)
Edo period, 17th–18th century
Negoroji Temple, Wakayama Prefecture

* Temperature, humidity, and brightness of the exhibition rooms are 
strictly controlled under international standards for preservation. 

 We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause.

* Still photography only, no video photography allowed.
* Photographs may be used for non-commercial purposes only. Sharing on social 

media is OK!
* Please refrain from using �ash, tripods, or similar equipment.
* Photography may be subject to additional restrictions at the organizers’ discretion.

Photography is allowed in 
designated areas in 
Chapter 4 only.


